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(1) Pamela R. Willoughby, The Evolution of Modern Humans in Africa: A Comprehensive Guide,

AltaMira Press, 2007.

(2) For more details, Time Line of Digital Egypt for Universities, retrieved 9 September 2017.
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums-static/digitalegypt//Welcome.html
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(1) David O’Connor, The Narmer Platte: A New Interpretation. Emily Teeter (Editor), Before the
Pyramids: The Origins of the Egyptian Civilization, The University of Chicago, 2011.

(2) “Indeed, writing and kingship were the twin cornerstones of pharaonic civilization, the defin-
ing characteristics that set it apart from other ancient cultures. Despite the efforts of archaeologists
to uncover the rubbish dumps and workshops that would reveal the daily lives of ordinary citizens,
it is the abundant written record and the imposing edifices left behind by the pharaohs that con-
tinue to dominate our view of ancient Egyptian history”.

Toby Wilkinson, The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt, Random House-New York, 2011, p. 7.
Comparatively speaking, but verylittle of the rich and productive civilization which ¢ourished foratleast five” (v)
millenniums before Christ on the banks of the lower Nile, has survived in written documents for our enlightenment.
Accident has preserved but here and there the merest scrap of the vast mass of written records which the incessant
political, legal, administrative, religious, industrial, commercial, and literary activities filling the life of this ancient
people, were constantly putting forth. We may make one exception. the religious literature, doubtless the least
instructive, as a whole, of all their literary documents, has survived in an incalculable mass of temple inscriptions

.“and papyri, which have never even been adequately published, much less exhaustively studied

James Henry Breasted, Ancient Records Of Egypt Historical Documents From The Earliest
Times To The Persian Conquest - Volume |: The First To The Seventeenth Dynasties, The Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1906, p. 3.
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Egypt may in some particulars have stimulated, if not Greek thought, at least the sculptural and
decorative art of Greece, giving it a basis to start from; but, otherwise, it cannot be said that the
world owes much of its purely intellectual progress to this people, about whose literary productions
there is always something that is weak and childish. Philosophic speculation, however, seems to
have received a contribution from the esoteric doctrine of the priesthood.

S. S. Laurie, The History of Early Education. The Ancient Egyptians, School Review, Vol. 1, No.
6 (Jun., 1893), pp. 354-5.
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(1) The Temple courts were crowded with foreigners eagerly seeking the benefits of the mag-
nificent

library and the thorough scientific training.All the master minds of antiquity seem to have been
educated here, and the University rolls present a brilliant galaxy of names.

Moses there became learned “in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.” Solon, the great lawgiver,
owed his system to the teaching of the priests. Plato followed, and has left the records of his debt
for us

to judge how great indeed was his Alma Mater. Thales of Miletus received his education in sci-
ence here, and as a result gave to the world the knowledge of electricity. Later on, the library and
the

University were transferred to Alexandria, and then we find Euclid in charge of the mathematical
department. Ctesibus who invented the force-pump, and Hero the pioneer of the steam-engine,
came to Egypt for instruction in mechanics ; Hypatia, too, who divides with them the renown of
introducing the hydrometer, studied there, and afterwards rose to fame as a lecturer. And who
can relate half the wonderful inventions that emanated from the mind of Archimedes, who is con-
sidered the greatest mechanical genius of that, or any other, age ! He was very young when he
arrived at this University, but there he learned the fundamental principles on which his inventions
were based. The hydraulic press, cog-wheels, pulleys, etc., are all attributed to him. Considering
the marvels displayed by this race in hydraulic engineering, and in the transport and erection of
gigantic masses of stone, we

cannot but think that all this mechanical knowledge was in existence, and that these great men
only carried the inventions to the outer world, no doubt improving and developing them. Had they
remained in Egypt we would probably never have heard of them. It is their work at the Courts of
other nations, whither they carried the learning of the Egyptians, that has handed down their fame
to posterity.”

A. BOTHWELL GOSSE, THE CIVILIZATION OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS, T. C. & E. C.
JACK, Ltd. London, 1916., pp. 20-21
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(1) «The “public-schools” of Egypt were open to all comers, and the son of the artizan sat on
the same bench with the son of the noble, enjoyed the same education, and had an equal oppor-
tunity of distinguishing himself. If he showed sufficient promise, he was recommended to adopt
the literary life ; and the literary life was the sure passport to State employment. State employment
once entered upon, merit secured advancement ; and thus there was, in fact, no obstacle to pre-
vent the son of a labouring man from rising to the very highest positions in the administration of the
empire. Successful ministers were usually rewarded by large grants of land from the royal domain
; and it follows that a clever youth of the labouring class might by good conduct and ability make
his way even into the ranks of the landed aristocracy.

On the other hand, practically, the condition of the labouring class was, generally speaking a
hard and sad one. The kings were entitled to employ as many of their subjects as they pleased in
forced labours, and monarchs often sacrificed to their inordinate vanity the lives and happiness of
thousands. Private employers of labour were frequently cruel and exacting ; their overseers used
the stick, and it was not easy for those who suffered to obtain any redress. Moreover, taxation was
heavy, and inability to satisfy the collector subjected the defaulter to the bastinado. Those who
have studied the antiquities of Egypt with most care, tell us that there was not much to choose be-
tween the condition of the ancient labourers and that of the unhappy fellahin x of the present day.”

GEORGE RAWLINSON, The Story of the Nations: THE STORY OF ANCIENT EGYPT, NEW

YORK G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS, 1897, p. 45.
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The Constitutional Right to Free Education in Egypt
In Present & Past
Dr. AbdeIRahman Mohamed Sayed
Abstract:

This paper examines free education in Egypt, in view of
increased indications that some officials are seeking to evade
this constitutional obligation. The methodology of the research is
based on historical approach to discuss the core of the educational
system in Egypt from the Pharaonic era through the Islamic era to
the modern age.

The study then reviewed the evolution of the constitutional
articles which assured the principle of free education and the
ongoing conflict between the two trends, of supporting and
opposing this principle since the English occupation of Egypt till
today.

Keywords: Free Education — Constitutional Rights — History of
Education.
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